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Hanoi University






Fall 2007

 The War Film

 3-6 pm Thursday (several sessions will meet at Hanoi Cinematheque)

Professor Carol Wilder  (wilderc@newschool.edu) 

Course Description:


This is an introductory Film Studies class that uses the genre of the war film for illustration.  Films about war -- narrative and documentary, pro and anti-war; representing one side of a conflict or multiple views -- have been a staple of filmmaking since its earliest days. The war film genre, perhaps more than any other, reflects the complex relationship between history, memory, and representation.  As cultural and political artifacts, war films move us to examine the interplay of fiction and fact; between rhetoric and reality.  This class explores these issues through the lens of a diverse series of films about war that include narrative, documentary, and propagandistic work.  In cases where the film was adapted from literature, we will consider the book as well. 


8/30
Lecture: A Brief History of the War Film.  Various ciips


9/6
Screening: All Quiet on the Western Front (Lewis Milestone, 1930)


9/13
Screening:  Indochine (Regis Wargnier, 1992)

 
9/20
Lecture: How to Talk and Write about Film

9/27
Screening: Paths of Glory (Stanley Kubrick, 1957)



10/4
Lecture: Images of Fear in Film (various clips)


10/11
Paper #1 Due.  Screening: Casablanca (Michael Curtiz, 1942)


10/18
Screening: Triumph of the Will (Leni Riefenstahl, 1935)


10/25
Screening: Notre Musique (Godard, 2004); Night and Fog ( Renais, 1955)


11/1  
Midterm Exam on Film Vocabulary.  Film TBA.



11/8
Screening: The Quiet American (Joseph Mankiewicz, 1958)

11/15
Screening: The Quiet American (Phillip Noyce, 2002)


11/29
Screening: Hearts and Minds (Peter Davis, 1975)


12/6
Lecture: US Vets on Film (clips); First Blood (T. Kotcheff, 1982)


12/13
Screening: 13 Seconds: Kent State, The Day the War Came Home

12/20
Paper #2 Due  Make-up Class
Selections from:  Robert Eberwein, ed.  The War Film.  Rutgers University Press. 2005. 

Various weekly assigned readings.

Choose one from below:


Graham Greene.  The Quiet American. (1955) Penguin, 1991..

Erich Maria Remarque.  All Quiet on the Western Front.  Ballantine, 1952.


David Morrell.  First Blood.  1972.

Course Requirements:  Faithful attendance (20%), active participation in class discussion (20%), mid-term exam on film vocabulary (20%), and two 3 -page film criticism papers (20% each).  More than 2 unexcused absences will result in a failing grade for the course.
