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  Understanding Media Studies (6184)

        Spring 2009

     6:00-7:50 Monday
Instructor 
Professor Carol Wilder

Office Hours: 3-5 Monday, 12-2 Tuesday, and by appointment 

wilderc@newschool.edu 
2 W 13th Street, Room 1300;  Phone: 212.229.8903 

Teaching Assistants
Adam Gannaway (Section 6186)

Todd Kesselman (Section 6185)

Ganna666@newschool.edu


KessT105@newschool.edu





Sam Tobin (Section 6187)


Technical Associate: (records and posts lectures)


TobiS131@newschool.edu


Alessia Giustiniano

giusa160@newschool.edu

Contact Information 
Your TA is your first point of contact. Your TA can address issues regarding attendance and other class expectations, assignments, research skills, project development, and general course-related concerns. Carol Wilder is available to talk with you about general academic issues and any discussion section-related concerns. You can drop-in during the office hours listed above, but it is best to make an appointment via email. For help with Blackboard, contact New School Online; call 1.212.229.5880, or use the ‘help’ link within Blackboard. 

Course Description
Understanding Media Studies is a required colloquium for all Media Studies students in the first semester of study. Students must register for the Monday night lecture and an online discussion section; online students register only for the online discussion section and access recorded lectures and lecture materials through Blackboard. Recordings will be posted within 24 hours of the class meeting. 

Every week, members of the Media Studies Principal Faculty and other invited guests from the University and the wider field of media studies and practice will share their own work and methods, thereby exposing students to the varied dimensions of research and practice in the field, and particularly in our Department. Over the course of the semester, students will meet the instructors, support staff, and colleagues with whom they will work throughout their graduate studies; become familiar with useful University resources; and develop skills and practices needed for graduate study.

Each student will complete several exercises leading to the development of an academic plan. This plan is designed to help map a path through the Media Studies Program and to serve as a foundation for future academic advising.

Grading will be pass/fail, with a grade equivalent of “B” or better required to pass.

Course Requirements

Registration.  In order to receive proper credit for the course, you must be registered for both the lecture section (CRN 6184) and one of the discussion sections (CRN 6185, 6186, or 6187).

Attendance and Participation. Attendance at the weekly lectures is required. On-site students are expected to sign in with their TA’s each week, and online students are expected to review all posted recordings and support material. More than two absences or excessive tardiness – or, for online students, failure to review the recorded lectures – will negatively impact your grade. Note: Instructors and TAs are not able only to record your physical absence or presence, but also have access to information regarding the frequency and nature of your online activity.
Discussion Section Participation: 20%. Online students should first make sure to review the week’s recorded lecture and lecture material, which will be posted by 6pm on Tuesday of each week, before joining the discussion. All students are then expected to post one or more substantial( comments during each discussion week. One comment must be posted by midnight each Friday. Discussion questions will be announced each week in class. Comments posted after each week’s deadline will not count toward your participation requirement, and failure to post for three discussion weeks will result in a failing grade for participation. 

Website. Must be online by February 23; please share the web address with your TA. You’ll be posting all subsequent assignments to this site. If you have any concerns about sharing your work online, please consult with your TA.

Intellectual Autobiography 
15%. Due March 2nd

Abstracts (2) 


10%. Due March 9th 

Reaction Paper 

15%: Due March 23rd

Literature/Media Review 
20%. Due April 13 

Academic Plan  

20%. Due May 11
Plagiarism. Don't do it. The potential price is failure and expulsion from the University. The University's policy regarding plagiarism is in the student handbook. Always thoroughly document your sources. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, please ask your TA.
Class Blackboard Orientation and Sites

· Beginning January 26, on the Blackboard site you will see online orientation, which will appear as “DL.Orientation.Sp90 Student Orientation Sessions A and B.”

· All general course documents and recordings – e.g., recorded lectures, lecture materials, readings, up-to-date syllabus, etc. – will be available in the lecture’s Blackboard site (CRN 6284). This site will be used primarily as a repository of material; we won’t be using any of its interactive features. 

· All discussions and discussion section-specific activities will take place in your discussion section’s Blackboard site (CRN 6185, 6186, or 6187)

Required Texts      (Available at Barnes and Noble from Amazon)
· Brooke Duffy and Joseph Turow, eds. Key Readings in Media Today (Routledge, 2008).

· Diana Hacker. Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age.  4th ed. (Bedford/St. Martins, 2006).

· Additional readings and resources will be posted to the RESOURCES area in the lecture’s Blackboard site (CRN 6184). 

Understanding Media Studies
Spring 2009            Preliminary Weekly Schedule

January 26

Introduction and Overview
February 2  
Media Studies: History and Scope (Wilder)




Read: Shannon Mattern "Coda"
February 9 
 Plotting Your Course: Grad School Survival Guide



 Guest:  Shannon Mattern




 Read: Shannon Mattern "Plotting Your Course"
February 16 
No Class

February 23 
University Resources  




Guests: Melissa Monroe, Graduate Writing Center


   
 
 

March 2

The Research Process  (Wilder)




University Resources: The Library





Due: Intellectual Autobiography



Read: 




Diana Hacker, Research and Documentation in the Electronic Age. 




pp. 1-33, 216-18, 268-72, 276-82




Shannon Mattern, "Navigating Research"





 & "Literature Review Tips"
March 9  

Media Ecologies and Natural Ecologies



Guest:  Professor Paul Ryan




Read: 



Gregory Bateson, from Steps to an Ecology of Mind.




"Conscious Purpose vs Nature," pp. 432 ff.





"Form, Substance and Difference," pp. 454 ff.




"Ecology & Flexibility in Urban Civilization," pp. 502 ff.



Due:  Abstracts (Two one-page abstracts of Duffy and Turow 



chapters of your choice)
March 16 
            Spring Break 

March 23 

Subject to Change           



            Professor Deirdre Boyle




Read: TBA




Due: Reaction Paper (Three-page response to Duffy & Turow 



chapter of your choice.)
March 30 

Media Literacy for the 21st Century (Wilder)




Read:  




W. James Potter "The Definition of Media Literacy" in





Duffy and Turow, pp. 35-46.
April 6 

Professor Bob Berkman




Read:



 Chris Anderson "The Long Tail," pp. 317-26 and 





Yochai Benkler "Peer Production and Sharing," pp. 327-39 




in Duffy and Turow.
April 13 

The Urban Spectacle and Critical Theory of Media



Professor Jaeho Kang




Read: TBA

April 20 

Visual Storytelling




Professor Annie Howell




Read: TBA



Due: Literature Review

April 27 

Connections: Media Studies and Allied Disciplines




Sam Tobin (Sociology), Adam Gannaway (Political Science)




Todd Kesselman (Philosophy)
May 4 

Professor Diane Mitchell






Read: TBA
May 11 

Disciplines, Stakes and Border Countries



Professor Sumita  Chakravarty




Read: TBA



Due:  Academic Plan

May 18 

Wrapping Up; Looking Forward
Understanding Media Studies         Spring 2009

   Assignments

Note:  All assignments are due to your TA at the beginning of class on the date specified. Late papers will be penalized 1/2 grade for each day beyond the deadline. These are firm deadlines. Please do not request special consideration except in the case of a real emergency, for which your TA may request documentation.
1.   Intellectual Autobiography.  4-5 pp.    
 Due March 2.     
15% of final grade

Write a 1000-1500 word essay that answers the question: "I am pursuing an M.A. in Media Studies because. . ." The content should include a description of the 3-5 people, experiences, or observations that led to your decision to seek this degree as well as a clear articulation of your future goals.

· What teachers, environments, media tools or products, jobs, and personal experiences led you to this field of study?

· What contributions -- intellectual, political, creative, professional, personal -- do you want to make to the field?

· What strategies do you intend to use to achieve these goals? What are your primary curricular interests? Do you see a particular path through Media Studies? Are you considering doing a thesis or other culminating project?

· How do you expect your life and work to be different ten years from now as a consequence of your M.A. degree?      

·  Include a complete list of works cited using either MLA or APA style.

· By March 2nd, submit your autobiography to your TA. After you have received his feedback and responded to the recommended revisions, post it to your website. 
2.   Abstracts of Duffy and Turow chapters. 1 p. each.    Due March 9.  10% of Grade 
· Choose any two chapters (longer chapters preferred) from Brooke Duffy and Joseph Turow, Key Readings in Media Today. Write a 1 page abstract for each. Abstracts should be concise and informative, giving an extended version of the brief introductions to the chapters. The abstract should include all key terms and general arguments/conclusions of the chapter.                                                                             

· Due to your TA on March 9th. After revision post on your web site.
3.  Reaction Paper.   3 pages + references.       Due March 23.        15% of Grade.

· Choose any reading in Duffy and Turow and write a three-page paper that takes a position in support of, opposition of, or related to the content of the paper. 
· This paper will include a descriptive and creative title, an introduction that gets the attention of the reader and directs it toward the subject, a clear thesis statement, 3-5 paragraphs in support of the thesis statement with support and documentation from both within the essay and from outside sources, a clear conclusion, and a complete set of works cited using proper APA or MLA form.
· This paper is due to your TA on March 23, and after feedback and revision should be posted on your web site.
4.  Literature/Media Review.    12-15 sources; 8-10 pp.   Due April 13.    20% of Grade.

· Choosing a research area that interests you, review 12-15 sources in a variety of media (academic journals, scholarly books, popular periodicals, archival resources, multimedia resources, etc.). Now, distill their topics, methodologies, and conclusions in an eight- to ten-page double-spaced literature review. Focus on finding patterns and drawing conclusions instead of providing a laundry list of research projects. Your goal is to find the “holes,” the omissions in the literature or shortcomings in previous research, that your work promises to fill. 
· See: Shannon Mattern, “Literature Review Tips” in “Resources” area of the lecture’s Blackboard site.

5.  Academic Plan. 
   Due May 11.

   5-7 pp.

20% of Grade.

· Goals: What do you hope to achieve by the time you’ve completed the MA program, and immediately after? 

· Strategies: What courses will you need to take in pursuit of those goals? Which production sequence, methodology? Will you choose the thesis option?

· What will guide the selection of your courses? What pragmatic concerns, or financial or time limitations, will influence your course selection?

· How do you plan to establish connections within the program – with fellow students, with support staff, with faculty? Are there particular faculty you would like to work with?

· What’s your timeline? Will you be taking a full load every semester? Will you be working, or do you plan to do an internship, volunteer, or get involved in student activities that might require a significant time commitment? 

· Examine the course offerings in other graduate programs throughout the university. Do any of these programs offer courses not in Media Studies – that speak to your interests?

· Are there way in which the program can help you navigate this course that are not currently available?
· Due to your TA May 11, and to be posted to your web site following revision.
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