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Methods of Rhetorical Analysis


Spring 2009


Online

Prof. Carol Wilder

Course Description

Methods of Rhetorical Analysis is a writing-intensive course that considers a wide range of approaches to the analysis and evaluation of rhetorical artifacts, including objects of study from film, theater, music, literature, public address, and art. One feature that often distinguishes rhetorical criticism from art and literary criticism is that literary and art criticism typically focus on the work itself, whereas rhetorical criticism focuses on relationships—relationships among context, creator, artifact, and audience. The course will consider several models for analysis including neo-Aristotelian, narrative, ideological, metaphorical, pentadic, organic, framing, and a rhetoric of social movements perspective. Course requirements will include three papers on varied rhetorical artifacts using three different approaches, the completion of three peer reviews of classmate papers, and active participation in online discussions on readings and lectures.

Required Text

Sonja K. Foss. (2009). Rhetorical Criticism: Exploration and Practice, 4th ed.           
Long Grove, Illinois: Waveland Press.

Additional readings as assigned.

Assignments

Analysis of Obama Inauguration Speech. 3 pp. Due February 9.  (15%)

Analysis of Non-Oratorical Artifact. 5pp. Due March 2.  (15%)

Analysis of Movement, Campaign or Activist Org.  5pp. Due April 6.  (15%)

Final Paper. Open Topic. 15 pp. Due May 4. (Topic Due April 13) (25%)

Peer Reviews. Three 1 page reviews.  (15%)

Attendance and Participation.  (15%)

Methods of Rhetorical Analysis
     Spring 2009
Preliminary Weekly Schedule

Each reading and writing assignment will be detailed in a separate document.

January 26 
Students begin posting 1/29




Introductions and Overview




Read: Foss, Chapter 1: "The Nature of Rhetorical Criticism"

February 2

History and Process of Rhetorical Criticism




Read:  Foss, Chapter 2: "Doing Rhetorical Criticism" and 





Chapter 3: "Neo-Aristotelian Criticism"


February 9

Due: Paper #1 on Brack Obama Inaugural Speech




Form Peer Review Groups


February 16 
Peer Reviews of Paper #1




Read: Foss, Chapter 4: "Cluster Criticism" and Chapter 5:





"Fantasy-Theme Criticism"

February 23
Rhetorical Criticism of Non-Oratorical Forms




Read: Foss, Chapter 6: "Generic Criticism," and 






Chapter 11: Generative Criticism





Other reading TBA

March 2 

Due: Paper #2 on Non-Oratorical Artifact




Read: Foss, Chapter 7: "Ideological Criticism" and





Chapter 8: "Metaphor Criticism"

March 9 

Peer Reviews of Paper #2





Reading: The Rhetoric of Social Movements, Wilder

March 16 – Spring Break 

March 23 

Narrative Criticism




Read: Foss, Chapter 9 "Narrative Criticism"

March 30

Pentadic Criticism




Read: Foss, Chapter 10 "Pentadic Criticism"

April 6

Due: Paper #3 on Movement or Campaign

April 13 

Topics Due for Final Paper




Peer Reviews

April 20

Review of Literature/Media Due for Final Paper

April 27

Rhetorical Review of Barack Obama's  "First 100 Days"

May 4

Final Paper Due


May 11

Peer Reviews of Final Paper

Classes end May 15

