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The New School -- Media Studies Program     



 Fall 2008  

Political Communication     

4:00-5:50 Thursday 

Carol Wilder 

wilderc@newschool.edu 

212.229.8903

Office Hours: 2:00-3:00 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday and by Appointment 

The Fall 2008 U.S. election season promises to one of the most important and compelling in history, and a segment of each class will be devoted to an ongoing analysis of the major contests. More generally, political communication can include any media or communication exchange having to do with the allocation of power and resources. In this seminar we will look at the nature and role of political communication in political campaigns, social movements, advertising, literature, and popular culture. We will study political oratory as well as alternative forms of political discourse such as theatre, music, and direct action.  We will take a close look at contemporary media politics. While the course will focus on U.S. political communication, it is expected that international students in the class will contribute a global perspective.  

Students will be required to keep political media journals with regular entries and commentary, complete readings as assigned, participate in class discussions both onsite and online, and write three 5-7 page papers during the course of the semester: one  paper on a political speaker, one paper analyzing the one or two key media sources, and one paper or media project on a course-related topic  of your choice.  Papers 1, 2, 3 and the journal are each worth 20% of final grade. 20% of final grade is based on attendance and participation. Students with more than two unexcused absences will not receive credit for the class.

Required Texts:  


John Waite Bowers, Donovan Ochs and Richard Jensen.  (1993) The Rhetoric of Agitation and Control. Waveland Press. 2nd edition.


Joe McGinniss. (1988) The Selling of the President. Any edition.  


Joseph S. Tuman. (2008) Political Communication in American Campaigns. Sage.


New York Times :  Daily reading required  

 

 

 . 

Political Communication Fall 2008 -- Weekly Schedule and Assignments 
Part  I:  Politics in the Age of the Mediasphere  

Thursday, September 4 --   Introductions and Overview  

 

Thursday, September 11  -- Defining Political Communication   

Read: 

Tuman, Chapter 1 "Introduction to Political Communication," pp. 1-12


Tuman, Chapter 2 "The Players in the Process," pp. 13-38.

_____________________________________________________  

Part  II:  The Tradition of Political Rhetoric  

 

Thursday, September 18  --  The "Great Man" Model of Political Rhetoric
Read:   


Peter Applebome. 2008.  "Is Eloquence Overrated?" New York Times.


Tuman, Chapter 3: "Campaign Oratory and the Political Process," pp. 39-60.


Tuman, Chapter 4:  "Methods for Deconstructing Political Oratory," pp. 61-80.


    
   Martin Luther King. "I Have a Dream." August 1963.


     
   Barack Obama's Speech on Race. March 2008.


           John McCain. Speech at The New School. May 2005.



http://mccain.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=PressOffice.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=5E7E12F1-4799-41

Thursday, September 25  -- Analysis of Political Rhetoric
Read: 

Tuman, Chapter 5:  "Political Campaign Speech Examples" 



    Chaper 6:  "Introduction to Political Debates"



    Chapter 7: "Negotiations, Tactics, and Strategies for Political Debates"


Bring to class an example of political rhetoric. 


Many examples at www.americanrhetoric.com

Watch 9/30 Presidential Debate

 ______________________________________________________

Part  III:  Social Movements and Political  Campaigns  

Thursday, October 2   -- Guest John Waite Bowers, 





     Professor Emeritus, University of Colorado

Read:

John Waite Bowers & Donovan Ochs. The Rhetoric of Agitation and Control. Chapters 1-5, pp. 1-105, and 8, pp. 141-148.

Paper #1 Due: 5-7 pp. Political Speaker Analysis using concepts from Tuman, Chapter 4, and political speech of your choice.

Thursday, October 9  --  No Class


[Watch Vice Presidential Debate 10/5 & Presidential Debate 10/8]

 Thursday, October 16 --  The Tradition of Political Debates

Watch:  Presidential Debate 10/13

Read:


Jacques Steinberg.  2008."Who Lost the Debate? Moderators, Many Say."

 New York Times. April 19.


Various debate transcripts to be assigned

Thursday, October 23 -- "Naming" and "Framing" in Political Communication  

Read:   


Steven Lee Myers. 2008. "Bush, in a Shift, Accepts Concept of Iraq Timeline." New York Times. July 19.


Katharine Seelye and Julie Bosman.  2008. "Media Charged with Sexism in Clinton Coverage." New York Times. June 14.


Bill Carter. 2008. "Want Obama in a Punchline? First, find a joke." New York Times. 

July 15.


Philip  Gourevitch.  2004.  "Bushspeak:  The President's  Vernacular  Style." in The New Yorker , September 13.  


Matt Bai.  2005.  "The Framing Wars." The New York  Times .  July 17.    


Ron Suskind. 2004. "Without a Doubt."  The New York Times , October 17.      

 

Thursday, October 30 -- Political Campaign Organization and Advertising:  

 
 Persuasion, Propaganda and "Spin"
Read:


 Joe McGinniss. 1968. The Selling of the President  all.


David Barstow. 2008. "Behind TV Analysts, The Pentagon's Hidden Hand." 

New York Times. April 20.


Michael  Niman. 2003. "Spinning the War: Lessons in Propaganda." 


Additional reading TBA

Screening:  The Selling of the Pentagon (CBS), Peter Davis, 1971.

Thursday, November 6 --  Political Uses of Fear in Fact and Fiction  

Read:  


Al Gore.  2004.  “A Coalition of Fear.”

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr .2005. "The Disinformation Society ."  


Kevin  Coe, et al. 2004.  "No Shades of Gray:  The Binary Discourse  of George W. Bush and an Echoing Press." 


Michael  Parenti.  1992.  "Methods of Misrepresentation" from Inventing Reality .   

Clips in class from : Birth of a Nation, Why We Fight, Japoteurs, The Commies  are Coming, The Searchers, Manchurian Candidate, Green Berets, Hearts  and Minds, Rambo, Operation Condor.
Thursday, November 13.  --  Media Reform Movement  


*******Paper #2 Due”******* (CHANGED TO 11/20)

Nicholas  Johnson.  2003. "The History of the Media Reform 



Movement.” 

Robert  McChesney.  2008.  Communication Revolution. (excerpts)

Bill Moyers.  2005.  “Speech to. . .Conference on Media 
Reform.”



www.savetheinternet.com (net neutrality)

Part  IV:  New Media, New Politics, or More of the Same?  

Thursday, November 20 --  New Media Advocacy  

Read:

The Economist. 2006. “Among the Audience.”

Barbara Kaye (2005).  "It's a Blog, Blog, Blog, Blog World." 

Additional reading TBA

Thursday, November 27 -- No Class

Thursday, December 4 - -Alternative Discourse: Political Humor and the "Fake  News" Phenomenon 

Read:


Robert Love. 2007 "Before Jon Stewart." Columbia Journalism Review. March/April. http://www.cjr.org/feature/before_jon_stewart.php 


Center for Media and Democracy. 2007. "Fake TV News" http://www.prwatch.org/fakenews/execsummary  (about really fake news)

 

Thursday, December 11 -  Paper/Project Presentations  

 

Thursday, December 18 -  Paper/Project Presentations  

v. 7.19.08
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