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Hanoi University





                     Fall 2007

Introduction to Media Studies: History, Theory, Practice



Proposed Time: 12:00-3:00 pm Wednesday  

Professor Carol Wilder (wilderc@newschool.edu)

Course Description:

Media Studies as a contemporary discipline examines both theory and practice across comparative media:  audio, video, film, digital media, internet, and new social/participatory media.  It recognizes the importance of media in all areas of modern life:  social, political, cultural, economic, and personal. Media Studies strives to create intercultural understanding in what Marshall McLuhan called "the global village."  Despite the relatively recent and rapid rise of Media Studies as an academic discipline, it has ancient roots in both Eastern and Western cultures. 

We will begin by looking at how some ancient philosophers  (e.g. Plato, Aristotle, Confucius, Laozi) thought about human communication.  We will also consider later theorists (Karl Marx, Marshall McLuhan, Gregory Bateson, Kenneth Burke) and we will apply theories of rhetoric and media to great communicators such as Ho Chi Minh and Martin Luther King, Jr.  We will consider the nature and implications of communication technologies throughout history, and focus especially on new social and participatory media such as the internet, wikis, blogs and cell phones.

Course Requirements:

In this class we will both study and make media, using the newly created HANU Media Lab.  One-half of each class session will be lecture/discussion, and one-half will be allocated to group work on a video project to be presented at the end of the semester.  Students will be required to attend class regularly, keep media journals with regular entries and commentary, complete readings as assigned, participate in class discussions, complete a mid-term examination, write one 5-7 page paper during the course of the semester, and complete a final group project using the video equipment in the newly created Media Lab.

Sample Readings:

Aristotle.  Rhetoric.  350 B.C.E. Trans. by W. Rhys Roberts.  

Gregory Bateson.  "A Theory of Play and Fantasy."  Steps to an Ecology of Mind, 2nd 
edition.  Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, pp. 177-193.

Jean Baudrillard.  "The Implosion of Meaning in the Media."  In the Shadow of the 
Silent Majorities.  Semiotext(e): 1982, pp. 95-110.

Combs, Steven.  The Dao of Rhetoric.  SUNY Press, 2006.

The Economist.  "Among the Audience."  (new media survey).  April 2006.


http://economist.com/surveys/displayStory.cfm?story_id=6794156

Fromm, Erich.  Marx's Concept of Man.  Ungar, 1968, 2005.

Al Gore.  "A Coalition of Fear."  Presentation at The New School, New York.
February 11, 2004  http://www.thinkingpeace.com/pages/Articles/arts146.html
Barbara Kaye.  "It's a Blog, Blog, Blog, Blog World." Atlantic Journal of 
Communication.  13(2). Summer 2005, pp. 73-95.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.  "The Disinformation Society."  Vanity Fair.  May 2005,


 pp. 212-268.

Lu, Xing.  Rhetoric in Ancient China: A Comparison with Classical Greek Rhetoric.  


University of South Carolina Press, 1998.

McChesney, Robert.  The Problem of the Media (excerpt).  New York: Monthly Review 
Press, 2004.

McLuhan, Marshall.  Understanding Media, 1968.

Bill Moyers.  "Speech to the National Conference for Media Reform." Free Press.
www.freepress.net,  May 16, 2005.

Network Neutrality.  www. savetheinternet.com

Plato.  Phaedrus.  370 B.C.E.

.Howard Rheingold.  Smart Mobs: The Next Social Revolution (excerpts).  Basic Books, 
2002.
_____________________________________________________________________ 




  Introduction to Media Studies:  History, Theory, Practice

                                          ** Sample Topics**

Week 1.
Media Today and Tomorrow: Course Overview

Week 2.
Media in Ancient Greece I:  Plato

Week 3.
Media in Ancient Greece II:  Aristotle

Week 4.  
Media in Ancient China:  Confucius

Week 5.
Media in Ancient China:   Laozi

Week 6.     
Media & the Industrial Revolution: Marx

Week 7
Media and the Global Village:  McLuhan

Week 8.
Rhetoric and Media:   Bateson and Burke

Week 9.
History of Communication Technology to 1900

Week 10.
History of Communication Technology 1900-2007

Week 11.
Great Communicators:  Martin Luther King Jr.

Week 12.
Great Communicators:  Ho Chi Minh

Week 13.
New Media:  Internet and Cell Phones

Week 14.
Social and Participatory New Media:  Wikis, Blogs)

Week 15.
Presentation of Group Projects
